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MARK YOUR CALENDAR/ SAVE THE DATE!

July 19-20 NACBHDD Summer Board Meeting

Reno, NV

October 13 Family Care Children’s MH Conference Crystal Lake
Quarterly Meeting and Behavioral Health Summit

October 14 ACMHAI Quarterly Meeting Crystal Lake
October 14-15 PBIS Conference Rosemont
November 9-10 Children’s Mental Health Partnership Conference Springfield
ACMHAI NEWS BRIEF ACMHA
Executive Committee
Richard Lockhart, of Social Engineering Consultants, received a
lifetime achievement award for his 47 years of advocacy for OFf
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people with mental iliness, substance use disorders, and devel- _
opmental disabilities. Mr. Lockhart helped author the Commu- gir‘g;_’geLriW's
|

nity Mental Health Act and worked on its passage as well as
many referenda to establish mental health boards in Illinois
counties. Gil Zych, ACMHAI Legislative Committee Chair and
Executive Director, Lyons Township MHC, presented Mr. Lock-
hart with the award on June 9 at ACMHAI's quarterly meeting
in Glen Ellyn.

CDC Report on Stigma Available—

Attitudes Toward Mental Iliness—35 States, District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico, 2007, states that “Negative
attitudes about mental illness often underlie stigma, which can
cause affected persons to deny symptoms; delay treatment; be
excluded from employment, housing, or relationships; and in-
terfere with recovery ...."”

This report provides the first state-specific estimates of atti-
tudes toward persons with mental illness and treatment of
mental illness. Most adults agreed (89%) with the effective-
ness of mental illness treatment but fewer agreed (57%) that
other people are caring and sympathetic toward those with
mental illness.

Initiatives that can educate the public about how to support
persons with mental iliness and local programs and media sup-
port to decrease negative stereotypes of mental illness can
reduce barriers for those seeking or receiving treatment for
mental illness.

As we enthusiastically go forward with National Health Reform,
it will be very important for county and local authorities to
work with the HHS Substance Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration and the CDC in developing and imple-
menting public health initiatives that address negative attitudes
about mental illness that continue to promote stigma.

- Ron Manderscheid, NACBHDD ED
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**Please call 217-369-5168 or email
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